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By LYNDON BAINES JOUNSON - -

men and to much of the world when I assumed office. .

I'suffered another handicap, since I had come to the .

“presidency not throngh the coliective will of the people but
inthe wake of tragedy. I had no mandate from'the voiers.

" A few people were opealy bitter about my becoming
spresident. They found it impossible {o transfer their in-
“tense loyallies {rom one president to another, I could un-

derstand this, althoush it _complicated my task. Othors

were apprenensive, “This was particularly true within the
black community. Just when the blacks had had

that their ‘future was in the hands of a
the South, o _

president born in

v

During my first 30 days in office I believe J a\'oragcd
“nomore than four or. five hours' Sleep 2 night, If T had g
single moment when I could go off alone, relax, and forge!

the‘prcssurcs of business, I don’t recall i, v

Cn Satur. ay;_ ..'.no:"ning, “Nov. 23,1 walked into Mec-
. George Bundy 5 0tlice In the basement of the White House
International intelligence briefing from

-and received an
“John MeCone, director of the Central Intelligence Agency,

o On'that sad November morning in 19583, the iil.terhw
tional front wag about as peaceful as it ever gels in these
turbulent times. The world, it scemed, had ceased its typ-

- moil for moment —— caught in the shock of John Kenne-

dy’s death,”

.

B i
"RESIDENT Kennedy had
kept e well informed - on
world events, so I yas 1ot .
expecling any major surpris-

cs in that first intelligence
bricfing. = - o i
Oaly South Vietnam gave

me real cause for concern,
The next day, Nov. 24, 1 re-
ceived my first full-dress
bricling from Henry Cabot
Lodge, who had just retuined

to Washington from his post

as ambagssador In Saigon, But

\:) compared with later petiods,
7 eventhe situation in Vietham
at that point appeared to be
relatively free from the pres-

sure of immediate decisions,
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" Inspite of more than three decades of piblic service, I°,
sknew | was an unknown quantity to many of my country- .

S0 with

their
-hopes for equality and justice rajsed, alter centurics of |
misery and despair, they awoke one morning to discover.

CYETIN SPITYE of those yearnings-for & fallen leader,
in spite of some bitterness, in spite of apprehensions, 1
Knew it was imperative that barasp the reins of power and

n 4o so without delay. Any hesitation or wavering, any false

;) step, any sign of self-doubt, could have been: disastrous,
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g ¥ The most important for-

elgn policy problem I faced
was that of signaling to the
world what -kind of. man I
was and what gort of policies
I intended to carry out.- .

On Monday, Nov. 25, 1 met
President Charles da
Gaulle of France, Just a few
hours before ouir conversa-
tion, T raceived a report from
Yaris of a recent meeting be-
twean Do Gaulie and.an Al-
lied 2mbassador. They had

“ldiscussed what the Kurepean

‘response would bo in the
event of a Soviet invasion of
Western Euaropa, - - :
PRESIDENT de Gaulleg, ac-
cording to the raport, had
Jsaid that the " United States
could not be counted on in
such an emergency. IHe men-
tioned that the United States
had been late in arriving in

two world wars and that it.

had required the holocaust of
Peart Harbor to bring us into
the latter, R

With this account fresh in
my mind, I met with the
French president. I thanked

him for crossing the Atlautic

to express the sympathy of

France in our hour of sad-

ness., o .
Thae: general spoke of the
.affection that both he  and

“for Johin Kepnedy, He then
rwent on to say that the diffi.
reullies  balween owr  two
countries had been greatly
-exaggerated, and that while
“changing times calied for
‘certain adjustments 1 our
irespective roles, the frapor-
‘tant-thing was that French-
men  knew perfectly well
they could count on the Unit-
.ed States 'if France were at-
tacked. - ) s :
I STARED hard at tha
‘French president, -suppress-
(ing a smile, In the years that
:followed, when- Da Gaulle's
“criticism of gut rele in Viet-
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Inam became inténse, I' had
" any occasions to remember
that conversation., . The
" French leader doubted == in
“privite, at least — the will of
the United States to live up
i0 its C_O{nmitmen_ts. He did
not believe we would honor
our MATO obligations, yet ha
critidad us o howoring a
commitnient elsewhere in the
world, If we had taken his
advice to ahandon Victnam, 1
suspect he misht have cited
that as “proos” of what he
had been saying all along:
that the United States could

not be counted on in times of -

trouble, ) o .

Having met with the lead: .
er of France, our oldest ally,
I turned to our velations with
an adversary: the Soviet
Usien, On Tuesday morning,
Nov. 28, Soviet Deputy Ire-
mier Anastas Mikoyan camg,
to my office. I knew that 1
was dealing with one of the
shrewdest men ever to come
up thiough the Communist
hierarchy, one of the few
sutviving Bolsheviks  with
real power, Mikoyan had
deen brought to Moscow by,
Stalin in 1936, had cscapad
d

jinmmerable purges, and had

wemenstrated  an
ability to survive

uncanny
and to as-

the Irench people had fel¢’ ' scclate himself with the right

faction at the right time,

WE TALKED for 55 min-
utes, and the conversation
was not all diplomatic pleas-
antries, 1 yemembered how
Nikita Khrushchey had mis-
judged President Keunedy’s
character and underestimat-
ed his toughness after their
1961 meeting in Vienna. That
misjudgment, many people
believe, led Khrushchev to
test the United States with a
new crisis in Berlin, 1 consid-
ercd it esseatial to let Mi-
‘koyan understand that while
the United States .wanted
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